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true, paradoxical as it may appear, that without prehension
of objects he could not arrive at self-prehension.
Hence the self in self-consciousness is no more 'given' than
are external objects. It is of course the case that, as a basis
or starting-point for self-consciousness, there is a great mass
of sensation present to the mind as in the case of external
objects; there is the mass of organic sensation and the sensa-
tional core of the self or coenaesthesia. Yet this mass of organic
sensation is not the self which we know any more than the
patches of colour present to our minds are the physical object.
For the self in self-consciousness transcends the given body
of sensation in a hundred and one ways; as we have said, it
involves awareness of other things and people; in our idea of
ourselves our relationship with things, people, their reaction
to us, our social status, form indispensable elements, The unity
of the self as we prehend it is woven from a very great number
of elements, sensory and imaginative. For what is given to us
in mere sensation is but a fragment of ourselves as we are
aware of ourselves, in a way parallel to that in which sensation
of external objects is but a fragment of the total object present
to our minds. "The self of self-consciousness cannot be confined
to what we immediately experience either in the way of sense
or of active tendency. On the side of sense, it includes an exten-
sion of certain aspects of immediate sensation, which are
relatively permanent, in contrast with those particular modifi-
cations in the sensory continuum which are perpetually coming
and going and are properly called sense-impressions. In like
manner what we immediately experience in the way of active
tendency is only a partial ingredient in what we perceive
as our own action, incapable of easting as being known by
itself, but only as one continuous with a process which tran-
scends and includes it.591
The growth of self-consciousness is a constant recasting
and reconstruction of our mental life* Self-consciousness is
1 G. F. Stout, Mind and Matter, pp. 309-10. Cf. Koffka, The
Growth of the Mind, p, 380.